
        
 

Quebec 
 

 
Plan  

 
Currently Open  

 
Near-Term  

 

 
Longer- Term  

 
Schools and Childcare 

 
Other  

 
Yes. Stage 1 
has been 
announced, 
with 
subsequent 
stages to be 
announced 
gradually.  

 
In addition to existing 
list of essential services  
 
Stage 1 
May 4: Commercial 

retail with street 

access, (outside of 

Greater Montreal) 

 

 
May 11: Commercial retail 

with street access (excludes 

indoor shopping malls), 

limited capacity 

manufacturing, civil 

engineering and 

construction.  

May 18: Commercial retail 
stores with street access 
(within Greater Montreal). 
 
May 25: Lift restrictions on 
capacity restriction 
(employees per shift) for 
manufacturing. 
 
 

 
Details of next 
stages TBD. 

 
Primary schools and daycare 
will be open as of May 11 
outside of Greater Montreal, 
and May 18 within Greater 
Montreal.  
 
Secondary, CEGEP, college 
and university students will 
not return to the classroom 
until the Fall semester, 
earliest. 
 
International student visas 
set to expire in April will be 
extended to December 31, 
2020. 

 
Interprovincial travel 
restrictions to be lifted 
gradually starting May 4.  
 
Major cultural events have 
been cancelled, or 
postponed until further 
notice. The province issued a 
temporary ban on all events 
until August 31. 
 
Business openings are 
voluntary. Remote work 
encouraged where possible. 
 
Workplace public health 
guidelines available here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.quebec.ca/sante/problemes-de-sante/a-z/coronavirus-2019/fermeture-endroits-publics-commerces-services-covid19/#c48420
https://www.csst.qc.ca/Pages/index.aspx?_ga=2.223783643.1302401967.1588194183-1313092721.1579204026


        
 

Ontario  
 

 
Plan  

 
Currently Open  

 
Near-Term  

 
Longer- Term  

 
Schools and Childcare 

 
Other  

 
Yes. 3 phase plan, 
informed by 
adherence to 
public health 
criteria which will 
be assessed by 
chief medical 
officials in 2-4 
week periods. 
 

 
In addition to list of existing 
essential services. 
 
Stage 1 
May 4: Select businesses and 
services to reopen including: 
essential construction, 
telecommunications and 
digital infrastructure, 
municipal projects, 
universities, schools, 
emergency childcare facilities, 
auto dealerships, golf courses, 
marinas, car wash, seasonal 
business such as lawn care, 
non urgent medical 
procedures.  
 
 

 
Stage 2  
Open more 
workplaces and 
outdoor spaces, allow 
some larger 
gatherings; might 
include some service 
industries and 
additional office and 
retail workplaces 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stage 3 
Further relax 
restrictions on 
public gatherings, 
opening all 
workplaces. 
 

 
Publicly funded 
schools will not allow 
classrooms to resume 
until at least May 31, 
with possibility of 
extension. 
 
Free childcare for 
children of essential 
workers listed here.  
 
Expanded emergency 
childcare facilities 
open.  
 

 
Major cultural summer events 
cancelled. 
 
No plans for concerts or large 
sporting events. 
 
Remote work recommended 
where feasible.  
 
Ontario workplace guidelines 
available  here  
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/list-essential-workplaces
https://news.ontario.ca/opo/en/2020/04/more-frontline-workers-eligible-for-emergency-child-care.html?utm_source=ondemand&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=m
https://www.ontario.ca/page/resources-prevent-covid-19-workplace?_ga=2.181871655.1820976235.1588260649-655798714.1579880534


        
 

 
 
British Columbia  
 

 
Plan  

 
Currently Open 

 
Near-term  

 
Longer- term  

 
Schools and Childcare 

 
Notes 

 
Not yet. 
Details to be 
announced 
the week of 
May 4.  
 
 

 
In addition to list of 
existing essential 
services. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Premier has 
stated that a regular 
return to classrooms is 
unlikely until 
September. 
 

 
Major cultural summer events 
cancelled or postponed until 
further notice. 
 
Unlike other provinces, not as 
many business sectors were 
mandated to close. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support/essential-services-covid-19
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support/essential-services-covid-19


        
 

 
 
Saskatchewan  
 

 
Plan  

 
Currently Open 

 
Near-Term  

 

 
Longer- Term  

 
Schools/Childcare 

 
Notes 

 
Yes. Gradual 
5 stage plan.  

 
In addition to the 
current list of 
essential services: 
 
Stage 1 
May 4: Medical 
services, including 
dentistry, 
optometry, physical 
therapy, opticians, 
podiatry, 
occupational 
therapy and 
chiropractic 
treatment.   
 
Low-risk outdoor 
recreational 
activities, including 
fishing and boat 
launches.   
 

 
Stage 2 
May 19: 
Commercial retail 
and select personal 
care services. 
 
 

 
Stages 3,4 and 5 have not yet been 
assigned a specific date.  
These stages will include:  
 
Stage 3  
Re-opening restaurants, gyms, 
licensed establishments, childcare 
facilities; remaining personal care 
services, increasing the size of 
public and private gatherings to 15 
people. 
 
Stage 4  
Re-opening all indoor and outdoor 
recreation facilities and increasing 
public gatherings to 30 people. 
 
Stage 5 
Lifting long-term restrictions.  
 

 
No dates were announced 
for the reopening of 
schools, although Premier 
Moe indicated it is unlikely 
for schools to reopen for 
the remainder of this 
school year, ending in 
June. 
 
Childcare facilities to re-
open in stage 3, date TBD. 

 
Public gatherings remain at 
a maximum of 10 people 
during stages 1 and 2. This 
will increase to 15 people at 
stage 3, and 30 people at 
stage 4.  
 
 
Workplace public health 
guidelines available here. 
 
 
Business openings are 
voluntary. Remote work 
encouraged where possible. 

 

file:///C:/Users/pfogo/Downloads/Critical%20Public%20Services%20to%20Address%20COVID-19%20and%20Allowable%20Business%20Services.pdf
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/re-open-saskatchewan-plan/guidelines


        
 

Manitoba  
 

 
Plan  

 
Currently Open  

 
Near-Term  

 

 
Longer- Term  

 
Schools and Childcare 

 
Other  

 
Yes. Phased plan. 
The first phase 
announced with 
subsequent phases 
to follow, precise 
dates and some 
details for next 
stages TBD.  

 
In addition to existing list 
of essential services.  
 
Stage 1 
May 4: Non-urgent surgery 
and diagnostics,  
health care services. 

Retail businesses including 

restaurants. 

Museums, libraries and 

outdoor recreation. 

 
Stage 2 
June 1 (at the earliest)  
 
Expanding public 
gatherings. 
 
Restaurants - dine-in 
services restored. 
 
Film production. 
 
Non-contact children's 
sports. 
 

 
The final phase(s) will 
involve lifting remaining 
restrictions, including 
larger gatherings and 
events. 

 
Schools will remain 
closed until at least June 
1. 
 

 
Each phase will 
require a period of a 
minimum three to 
four weeks to observe 
the results of the 
previous phase, and to 
make determinations 
about acceptable next 
steps. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://steinbachonline.com/local/complete-list-of-manitoba-essential-businesses


        
 

 
 
New Brunswick 
 

 
Plan  

 
Currently Open 

 
Near-Term  

 

 
Longer- Term  

 
Schools and Childcare 

 
Other  

 
Yes. Phased 
plan to be 
specified 
gradually. 
Currently in 
Stage 1. 

 
Has not released a list of 
essential businesses. 
To help you determine 
whether a business must 
remain closed please see 
the current Mandatory 
Order outlining these 
details.   
 
Stage 1 
April 24: Parks and 
beaches, golf courses, 
universities and colleges 
can open parts of their 
campuses in certain 
circumstances, outdoor 
religious services, two 
metres apart. Fishing and 
hunting permitted. 
Socializing with one other 
household also permitted. 

 
The next stages have not been 
assigned a specific date, 
although could begin in 2-4 
weeks after April 24. They will 
include:  
 
Stage 2  
Offices, restaurants, ATV trails, 
campground elective 
surgeries, daycare, retail. 
 
Stage 3  
Close contact services 
including gyms, dental care, 
chiropractor, personal care 
and churches.   
 

 
TBD: Large 
gatherings, sports, 
bars.  

 
Childcare facilities to 
reopen during Stage 2 
(likely in May). 
 
Primary and secondary 
schools closed for the 
remainder of the 
school year. 
 
 
Universities and 
colleges can open 
parts of their 
campuses for students 
in certain 
circumstances. 

 
New Brunswick residents are 
being urged to avoid all non-
essential travel, outside, and 
within the province.  
 
Large gatherings such as 
festivals and concerts are 
prohibited through December 
31 but that is subject to 
change. 
 
Workplace public health 
guidelines available here 
 

 
 

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Corporate/pdf/EmergencyUrgence19.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Corporate/pdf/EmergencyUrgence19.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Corporate/pdf/EmergencyUrgence19.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Corporate/pdf/EmergencyUrgence19.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/cdc/content/respiratory_diseases/coronavirus.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/cdc/content/respiratory_diseases/coronavirus.html
https://www.worksafenb.ca/safety-topics/covid-19/covid-19-what-workers-and-employers-need-to-know/


        
 

Newfoundland and Labrador  
 

 
Plan  

 
Currently Open  

 
Near-Term  

 
Longer- Term  

 
Schools and Childcare 

 
Other  

 
Yes. Alert 
levels.   
 
Timeline will 
be informed 
by ongoing 
public health 
indicators.  
 

 
Existing essential 
services. 
 

 
Alert level 4 
May 11:  Some medical 
procedure, low-risk activities 
such as golf, hunting and fishing 
will be permitted and low-risk 
businesses, including garden 
centres and professional 
services like law firms, will be 
able to reopen.  
 
Daycare services will be 
expanded. 
 
Funeral services (max 10 
people). 
 
Alert level 3 
Private health clinics like 
optometry and dentistry as well 
as medium-risk businesses like 
clothing stores and hair salons. 
 

 
Alert level 2  
Some small gatherings 
will be permitted, and 
businesses such as 
performance spaces and 
gyms. 
 
Alert level 1 
Some measures will 
remain in place until an 
effective treatment or 
vaccine is available, 
including prohibition of 
mass gatherings. 
  

 
Daycare services will 
be expanded to 
support workers 
returning to their jobs 
during the alert level 
4. 
 
 
All in-class instruction 
is postponed until 
further notice. 

 
Currently Newfoundland 
allows “doubling 
households”, which allows 
families or individuals to 
meet with one other 
household. 
 
Workplace guidelines are 
available here.  

 
 
 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/list-of-stores-essential-newfoundland-labrador-1.5509309
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/list-of-stores-essential-newfoundland-labrador-1.5509309
https://www.gov.nl.ca/covid-19/information-sheets-for-businesses-and-workplaces/


        
 

Nova Scotia 
 

 
Plan  

 
Currently Open 

 
Near-term  

 
Longer- term  

 
Schools and Childcare 

 
Other  

 
Not yet. 
Details to be 
announced in 
coming days.  
 

 
In addition to list of 
existing essential 
services. 
 
Municipal and 
provincial parks, trails, 
fishing, gardening and 
lawn care services, use 
of cottages, marinas, 
golf driving ranges  
 

 
Provincial and private 
campgrounds, golf courses. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
All public schools in NS will 
remain closed until May 19, 
with the possibility of 
extension. 
 
Daycare facilities will also 
remain closed until May 19, 
with the possibility of 
extension. 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://novascotia.ca/essentialservices/questions-and-answers-essential-health-act.asp
https://novascotia.ca/essentialservices/questions-and-answers-essential-health-act.asp


        
 

Alberta  
 

 
Plan  

 
Currently Open 

 
Near-Term  

 
Longer- Term  

 
Schools and Childcare 

 
Notes 

 
Yes, 3 stage 
gradual plan 
to begin on 
May 14.  
 
Dates of 
subsequent 
stages to be 
determined. 
 
 

 
In addition to list of 
existing essential 
services. 
 
Boat launch access in 
select provincial parks. 
 
Golf courses can open, 
with restrictions to 
keep clubhouses and 
pro shops closed. 
 
Select non-urgent 
surgeries. Dental and 
other regulated 
health-care services 
must adhere to new 
health guidelines.  
 

 
Stage 1  
May 14: Retail shops and 
farmers markets. 
 
Cafés, restaurants, bars at 
50% capacity. 
 
More surgeries and dental 
procedures, some personal 
care services including hair 
salons. 
 
 
Museums, art galleries 
 
Stage 2  
Potential opening of K-12 
schools, libraries. 
 
More personal care 
services. 

 
Stage 3  
Arts and culture festivals, 
concerts and major 
sporting events  
 
Nightclubs, gyms, pools, 
recreation. 
 
Industry conferences.  

 
May 14: Daycare and 
summer camps with 
occupancy restrictions. 
 
Primary schools remain 
closed although Premier 
Kenney indicated it is 
possible classrooms may 
resume.  
 
Post-secondary institutions 
will continue online course 
delivery, in-person or 
blend, depending on the 
restrictions determined at 
each phase. 

 
Gatherings of more than 
15 people not permitted 
at stage 1.  
 
Remote work 
recommended where 
feasible.  
 
Non-essential travel 
outside the province not 
recommended. 
 
Guidance for workplaces 
available here. 

 
 
 

https://www.alberta.ca/essential-services.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/essential-services.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/guidance-for-workplaces.aspx


        
 

Prince Edward Island  
 

 
Plan  

 
Currently Open  

 
Near-term  

 
Longer- term  

 
Schools and Childcare 

 
Notes 

 
Yes. 4 phase 
plan gradually 
lifted over 3 
week long 
assessments.  
 

 
In addition to list of 
essential services. 
 
Phase 1  
Golf courses, driving 
ranges and shooting 
ranges. 
 
Recreational fishing, 
including inland and 
tidal water fisheries and 
all recreational shellfish. 
 
Marinas and yacht clubs. 
 

 
Phase 2 
May 22: Retail outlets 
with restrictions, 
greenhouses childcare, 
remaining construction, 
cleaning and restoration 
services, select personal 
care including hair salons, 
repair and extermination 
services, car washes, 
bottle depots. 

 

  
Phase 3  
June 12 (earliest): 
Outdoor team sports, 
arenas, recreational 
facilities, museums, 
libraries, yoga and fitness, 
community centers. 
 
Phase 4 
TBD 
Larger gatherings, visiting 
elderly in care homes. 

 
Schools to remain closed 
until at least May 11, 
possible extension to be 
announced this week. 
 
Childcare facilities to open 
in phase 2, as of May 22.  

 
In phase 1, no more 
than 5 people allowed 
in a group. 
 
In phase 2, no more 
than 5 people indoors 
and 10 people 
outdoors. 
 
In phase 3, no more 
than 15 people indoors 
and 20 people 
outdoors.  

 

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/essential-and-non-essential-services-covid-19
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/service/buy-fishing-licence-online

